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SUBJECT: THE COUNCIL TAX BASE FOR 2013/14
RECOMMENDATION:
1. In accordance with the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base)

(England) Regulations 2012, the Council Tax Base for 2013/14 for each of the

Council’s areas shall be as follows:

Reigate & Banstead Council as a whole: 56,697

Horley Town Council area:

Salfords & Sidlow Parish area:

8,362

1,367

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

The Council’s Constitution states that the Council Tax Base can only be approved by

the full Council.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The Council Tax Base is the measure of the relative taxable capacity of each of the
three different tax-raising areas of the Borough (the Borough as a whole, the Parish
Council area and the Town Council area). It has to be determined before 31 January
each year and reported to the Department for Communities & Local Government.

STATUTORY POWERS

1. Regulation 8 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) (England)
Regulations 2012 requires a Local Authority to determine its Council Tax Base
for the following financial year before 31 January each year.
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ISSUES
Background
2 The Tax Base is the measure of the relative taxable capacity of each of the three

different tax-raising areas of the Borough (the Borough as a whole, the parish
council area and the town council area). Town and Parish Councils (“local
preceptors”), the County Council and the Police Authority (“major preceptors”)
are then notified of the proposed Tax Base relevant to them. As the billing
authority, Reigate & Banstead Borough Council (“the Council”) is responsible
for the collection of council tax and the payment of precepts to the precepting
bodies.

The Council Tax Base calculation

The Council Tax Base represents the estimated full year number of chargeable
properties in an area, expressed as the equivalent number of “Band D”
properties. These calculations are based on the numbers of properties by
Council Tax band in the Valuation List, plus the estimated new properties
likely to be occupied in 2013/14. The result is adjusted for discounts,
exemptions and reductions and then an estimated collection rate applied. It is
due to these adjustments that the total number of properties for Council Tax
Base purposes does not directly correlate to the number of properties on the
electoral register.

The 2013/14 Council Tax Base (detailed in Annexes 1, 2 and 3) is summarised
in Table 1 below.

Table 1: 2013/14 Council Tax Base Summary (Band D Equivalents)

Area 2012/13 2013/14 % Change
Reigate & Banstead as a whole 59,403 56,697 -4.5%
Horley Town Council 8,883 8,362 -5.9%
Salfords & Sidlow Parish Council 1,413 1,367 -3.2%

2013/14 is the first year the Tax Base will include the Local Council Tax
Support scheme.

The introduction of this new range of discounts effectively reduces the Tax
Base by the equivalent of 4,595 properties. This reduction however is partially
offset by other changes to discounts (see paragraph 12) and increases in
Council Tax registrations. Changes in government grant funding close the
remaining gap.

Initial consultations published by the Department of Communities and Local
Government (“DCLG") suggested that the Local Council Tax Support scheme
should not directly impact on local precepting bodies. However the final
regulations, issued in November 2012, require the local preceptors Council Tax
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Base to include these changes - but also contain a requirement for the Council
to work closely with local preceptors to reduce uncertainty and volatility.

8. In order to achieve this, the Council will pay an amount equivalent to the
difference between the precept that would have been raised if the Local
Council Tax Support scheme was not included, and the precept set with the
changes included. This was the approach required in earlier consultation
documents from DCLG.

b For 2013/14 these payments will be in the region of £22,000 for Horley Town
Council and £1,200 for Salfords and Sidlow Parish Council.

Technical Reform of Council Tax

10.  The Local Government Finance Act 2003 provided devolved powers for billing
authorities to make decisions on Council Tax discounts for certain properties,
based on local circumstances such as second homes and long-term empty
properties. Additional freedoms have been added by the Local Government
Finance Act 2012 extending the range of discounts that can be awarded.

11.  Itis has been agreed to use a number of these additional freedoms to
incentivise bringing empty properties back into use - as set out in the report to
the Executive on 6 December 2012 “Technical Reform of Council Tax - New
Discounts For Empty Properties”.

12. The impact of these changes to the Council Tax Base is set out below.

i.  Class A exemptions (properties that are empty and uninhabitable): 44

additional Band D equivalent properties.

ii. Class B exemptions (empty and furnished - second homes): 364
additional Band D equivalent properties.

iii.  Class C exemptions (properties that are empty and unfurnished): 469
additional Band D equivalent properties.

iv.  Long-term empty properties (two years or more): 86 additional Band D
equivalent properties.

Collection Rate

13.  Anassumed provision for non-collection is applied when calculating the Tax
Base. In determining this rate a number of factors are taken into account
including losses in income due to banding reductions, non-payment, and back-
dated awards of discounts and exemptions.

14. The assumed non-collection rate is 0.8 %, the same as for 2012/13. This means
that the Council will budget to collect (over time) 99.2% of the Council Tax.

15.  The collection rate will however be closely monitoring during the year in order
to assess the impact of the changes introduced by the Local Council Tax
Support scheme.
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OPTIONS

16.  When calculating and setting the Tax Base the Council has to follow specific
regulations laid down under statutory instruments. There is therefore no
opportunity for Members to make any changes to the levels set out in the
recommendation.

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

17.  The Council Tax Base is a key element of the statutory calculation of the
Council Tax.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

18.  Determining the Council Tax Base is a prerequisite for the calculation of the
Council Tax. Budget and Council Tax levels will be addressed in the coming
months.

EQUALITIES IMPLICATIONS

19.  There are no specific equalities implications arising from this report.

RISK MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS

20.  There are no risk management considerations.

OTHER IMPLICATIONS

21.  There are no other implications arising from this report.

CONSULTATION

22.  There is no consultation requirement associated with this report.

POLICY FRAMEWORK

23.  The Corporate Plan 2011/15 (a Level One policy document under the Council’s
Constitution) includes the corporate priority “achieve savings to deliver a
balanced budget and the Council’s priorities”.

Background Papers:  Council Tax Base 2012/13
Council
15 December 2011

Technical Reform of Council Tax - New Discounts For Empty
Properties

Executive

6 December 2012



‘0700 0} wnjas (L. g1 D) aseg xe] (1ouno) sy} Aq palinbei seoed [Bliosp Jo Jaquinu 8y} 0} passaldxs ainby ||e :g ajou
aJow Jo sieak omy Joj Aidwe seiuadoud Joy palidde wniwaud ¢,0G] 4 810U
ss9] J0 sAep gg Joy Aidwa saruadoud Joj paiidde JunoasIp %001 € d1ou
'sasodind xe] [19Uno?) 1o} papJebalsip ase Juedn220 suo INg |[e s1aym Jo uoednooo a|buls Japun Jaylle sawoy Jo 199dsal Ul S1UNoISIP %GZ SY1 g 810U

s @104] 196996
rAV1* 4
6'€SL.G 'Z9L'L L'EE0°'LL  2°00S°‘6 2veEeLL  L'9G8°EL V'186°L S'0el'L 9°86¢€
(p+q)- (0+8)  LLG'8F 188 0Z29'9 1159 .26 2G8'EL 6.8 G2T'e 865
P GBSV S a9 L0l ¥SE co¥'lL 8/9°L 08 181
2 g2l 14 |47 Ll 0c €C €C ¢l Sl
[t s10U] 98 € ol 4" 14" Gl 9l 8 ol
q LSE'Y £C (444 JARS [44°) 9iZ'L oL 92s 6EL
[e sy0u] vic 14 cl 12" 1€ 0s 29 8¢ L
[z s10u] 6ee'LL 68 996 evel 1STA A 8v8Y Go6Y 960¢ ¥SS
e 0£g'lS S06 06’9 00 0gzol €691 08€‘LL PrS'e 606
- 0 A L- 0 0 L- 0 0
L9 L- 9¢- 61- c6- gcl- cel- 00lL- c0lL-
vee 0 174 Ll 194 s 6 144 !
[} s104] vee- ve- L1- ev- 8G- c6- v- - L-
G16'LS 9€6 6869 9zZ0°‘,L 1201 oL9‘9L oLl L09‘c LLO‘L
[E161L Hpueg Spueg Jpueg Jpueg (Jpueg Dpueg gpueg vypued

I Xauuy

spueg Xe] [I1ouno)

‘AljIqesip e Jo asnedaq pepsau 30edS [BUORIPPE AU} O} aNp X [1ounos) aiow Aed jou op ajdoad pa|geSIP 1By} 8JNSUS 0} MO[Sq PUEQ Sy} O} PAdNpal s|lIq :| S0U

VIV 24989¥ ¥04 3ASvd XYL TIONNOD

%08°0 JO 9)BJ UCNI3(|02-UOU SSa7
sjuajeainbg g pueg
sBujjjamp jo Jaquinp JoN

SWaYos 0} aNp UoRONPaY
awayosg Hoddng xe] [19uUnoY) |B20T

swnjwaid [ejo
%061 @ wniwaid Adwa wus) Buo

sjuno3Jsiq |eyol
(D sseD) paysiuinjun pue Ajdw3g
9%,GZ® Wnoosip uosiad ajbuig
SJUNOJSIP JO JaqUINN

sBujjjamp jo JaquinN pajysnipy
sbujjjemp paysijowap :ss97
sBujjeamp 1dwaxa :sso

pajqesip :ppy

pajqesIp :sso7

(wna1 L g1 D Jod se) sBujjjamp jo JaquinN

VIYV TVH3INID (0993) TIONNOD HONOUOE AVIALSNVE 2 ALVOIFY :3SVE XV.L TINNOD ¥L/EL0Z



(s &j0u] z29e’s

670 O} unjal (L g1D) oseg Xe] |1ouno)) ay} Aq paJinbas saoe|d |ewiosp Jo Jaglunu sy} o} passaldxe ainby e g sjou
alow 1o sieak om) Joj Aydws saiuadoud Joy paldde wniwald 9,0G] {7 Sjou

ss9| Jo sAep gz 40} Aidws saiuadoud Joy paljdde Junoasip %001 :§ ajou

‘sasodind xe| 19uno?) 10} papiebassip ale JUBdND20 SUO INq |B S19YM JO Uoednoo0 8jBuls Jopun Jaua sawoy Jo Joadsal Ul S JUNOISIP %GZ dY) g Sjou
‘Al)IgESIp € 10 8shesoq popasu aoeds [BUORIPPE 8y} O} anp Xe| [1ouno?) aiow Aed jou op ajdoad pajqes|p Jey} INsus 0} MOJSq PUEQ SY) 0} paonpal s|Iq |, 8jou

VY3HV T1IONNOD NMOL AT THOH ¥04d 3svE XV.1 TIONNOD

v'.9 9%,08°0 JO 8)BlJ UO0[}98||02-UoU SSI7
9'62v°8 S’k 8°'GEY 0°.6e‘L L'968'L §er6C 6'86c'L ¢'l8¢ 6°'St sjusjeainb3 g pueg
L08°L 9 29¢ 6£6 6LG'L £¥6'C ¥.6'1L 06t 69 sBuljlamp Jo JaquinN jaN
9z8 0 L 8 %)% 11214 90¢€ 12°1" 9c BWidBYOs 0] aNp uoljoNPayY
awayosg yoddng xe] [19uno?) [es07]
6 0 0 0 } € 14 0 Z swniwaud |ejol
[ a101] 9 0 0 0 1 Z e 0 1 %0G 1 ® wniwaid Aildws wis) Buo
6L 0 8 143 98 [AX4 lee gLl Ll sjunoasiq |ejoL
(g stou] Lg 0 0 b S 6 ¥l 9 1 (D sse|D) paysiwunjun pue Aidw3
[z =101] 9987 ) 0¢ ¥El Le GZ6 0Z6 44 99 %GZ® Junoosip uosiad 9|buls
SJUNOISIP JO JSqWINN
8EL6 9 0.2 L86 059°L 16V 1012 1S/ oLl sBui|jamp jo taquinN paisnipy
I 0 0 0 0 0 L- 0 0 sbul|lomp paysijowsp sse7
2c0l- 0 a G- 9- ve- 6¢- cl- b= sBujiemp 1dwexe :ssa
12°] l 14 L L ¥4 ol 0 ps|gesIp :ppy
(1 =0l ¥S- - v- L- LL- 1Z- oL- 0 0 pe|gesIp :ssa7
(R l Lz 686 099°L L0S‘c 9zZL'e 09. 1zl (winas Lg1 D Jod se) sbuljjamp jo JaquinN
[eyol H pueg O pueg 4 pueg 3 pueg a pueg J pueg g pueg Y pueg

Z Xauuy

spueg xe] |1ouno?)

|

VAV TIONNOD NMOL AITIHOH -3SVvE XV1 TIONNOD ¥L/EL0C



[5 ayou]

[ =10u]

[¢ s10u]
[z s0U]

{1 ar0u]

€ Xauuy

' L9E°L

‘©79@ 01 wnyas (Lg19) 8seq xe] |1ounod ay) Aq pasinbas saoe(d [ewioap Jo Jequinu ay) 0) passaldxs ainby e G sjou

aJow 1o sieak omy Jo) Aldwa sarpadoud 1oy paydde wniweud 9,05 9jou
ss9| Jo sAep gg Jo} Aildwa saipadoid Joj paljdde Junoosip %00} € slou

-sasodind xe] |1ounoy) Joj papiebalsip ase Juednooo auo Ing |je s1eym Jo uonednoso a|buls Jopun Jayya sawoy Jo 0adsal ul S| JUNoSIP %G 8Y) (Z sjou
‘AINgesip e Jo asneosq pepaau aoeds |BUOHIPPE 8Y) O} 8Np Xe] [1DUno) asow Aed jou op sjdoed ps|qesIp Jey) 81Nsud 0} mojag pueq ay) o} paonpal s|liq 1| sjou

oLl

¥'8.€)L 012 L'8ce 1'8eec L0le 128y 909 8'9¢ v'sy
Z6L‘lL Ll FAN" SS9l Léc 18V 89 e 89
68 0 € 14 6 6¢ S € éc

L 0 0 € 0 0 [4 0 3

S 0 0 4 0 0 4 0 L

[4:] 3 4 8 €l £e S S Sl

S 0 0 0 b 4 I b 0
9z¢ < Gl oc 0s LEL 174 8l 09
£se'l L il €Ll £ve 655 9 144 0l
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
8i- 0 0 L- a y- 0 - Ol-
9 0 0 € 0 0 4 0 0

9- 0 €- 0 0 A 0 0 -
LLE'L I yA4" LLL Sve 59§ V. 144 Skl
lelol Hpueg 9pueg 4pueg 3 pued Qg pueg Opueg dpueg Y pueg

spueg xe] [Iouno9)

VIV 2949y 404 3ASvd XV1 TIONNOD

2,08 0 JO d1Bl UONID|[09-UoU SSI7
sjudjeAainbz g pueg
sBuljjomp Jo Jaquinp 9N

BWBYDS 0} anp uononpay
awaysg poddng xej |1ouno?) |e207

swnjwaud |ejo
%061 ® wniwaid Aidws wis) BuoT

sjunoosi( |elol
(D ssen) paysiuinjun pue Adwg
9%,GZ® unoos|p uosiad a|bulg
SJUNOIS|IpP JO JaquINN

sBuijjamp jo JaquinN pajisnipy
sBuljjemp paysijowsap :ssa7
sbuljjamp 1dwaxs :ss97
palqesip :ppy

pajgesip :ssa

(uinal Lg1 D Jod se) sbuijjemp jo JaquinN

VUV TIONNOD HSRIVd MOTAIS ANV SQAO4TVS :3Svd XVL TIONNOD v1/€1L02






