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RECOMMENDATION OF THE EXECUTIVE 
 

Minute/ 
Page No. 
Executive 
9th November 
2017 
34/217-8 

HALF YEAR TREASURY MANAGEMENT PERFORMANCE 
REPORT  
Councillor T. Schofield, Executive Member for Finance reported on 
the treasury management performance for the first half of the 
financial year. The report covered treasury management performance 
up to Period 6, which showed that the overall projected outturn was 
on budget. 

The report also provided an update on the Investment Strategy, 
Borrowing Strategy, and Cash Management Strategy. The Executive 
noted that no changes were proposed to any of these strategies. 
It was noted that from the Prudential Indicators that the Capital 
Programme and the Capital Financing requirement had been updated 
to take account of carry forwards and other proposed changes (the 
details of which were set out in the report under the Service and 
Financial Planning 2018/19 item) and the Borrowing Limits were 
unchanged from when the current Strategy had been adopted earlier 
in the year.  
The Executive also received an update on the Economic Conditions 
and Expected Movements in Interest Rates provided by the Council’s 
advisors, Capita Asset Services.   
Councillor T. Schofield, Executive Member for Finance summarised 
the position by indicating that overall the Council’s treasury 
management activity was, for the first half of the year, on track to 
meet its projected outcomes. 
RECOMMENDED that the Treasury Management Performance for 
the year to date and the prudential indicators be noted. 
Reasons for decision: 
To comply with the requirements of the regulatory framework for 
treasury management and meet the Council’s reporting requirements. 
Alternative options: 
Accept the report, but ask Officers to provide more detail on some 
specific issues contained in the report. 
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LOCAL COUNCIL TAX SUPPORT SCHEME 
Councillor A. Horwood, Executive Member for Community Support 
informed the Executive that local authorities were required to 
introduce a local Council Tax reduction scheme each year to replace 
the national Council Tax Benefit scheme. The scheme affected 
residents of working age and receiving benefits, or on low levels of 
income or earnings. The initial scheme established in 2013/14 was 
continued into 2017/18 and the proposal was to extend it for a sixth 
year.  
The Executive noted that the government funded around 90% of the 
Council Tax Support cost, with the remainder shared between the 
Council, Surrey County Council and Surrey Police.  
It was noted that the scheme currently provided support to those who 
need it, but sought a contribution from most residents towards their 
Council Tax and for using services within the borough. Important 
elements of the scheme were to ensure that residents did not lose 
out on support when they entered work and to ensure that disabled 
residents or those providing care were protected from any reduction 
in the support they received. 
The scheme included a cost of living increase for households in line 
with those increases applied to the National Housing Benefit 
Scheme. It was noted that currently some allowances were subject to 
zero increases and that it was proposed that this would be reflected 
in the local scheme. 
It was also recognised that there would be instances where 
households were genuinely unable to pay their Council Tax, and 
these households would be able to receive a further discretionary 
reduction in their Council Tax under the legislation. 
Following a Member question it was clarified that the reduction to the 
limit of capital or savings held by households before they could 
receive support had been a feature of the Scheme since 2013 and 
that it did not apply to pensioners. 
RECOMMENDED that the local Council Tax Reduction Scheme 
for 2018/19, as outlined in the report, be adopted.  
RESOLVED that the Council Tax Reduction Scheme, being 
recommended, be noted as a continuation of the Scheme introduced 
in 2013/14 with some changes to reflect increases in the cost of living 
in line with other benefits and allowances. 
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Reasons for decision:  
The initial local scheme was introduced from 2013/14 and had been 
effective in reducing the level of support awarded whilst ensuring that 
those residents who were most vulnerable were not penalised 
unfairly.  
Those residents who were disabled or provided care for other 
disabled people were exempt from any reductions in their support 
compared to the former national scheme, and would receive 
maximum support based on the Council Tax Benefit scheme which 
was abolished in 2013.  
Council Tax collection rates from residents receiving support had 
been positive, and processes were in place to recover arrears from 
residents who choose not to pay. 
Alternative options:   

To further reduce the level of support or to adopt the criteria of the 
former Council Tax Benefit scheme and increase the level of support 
payable. 

Minute/ 
Page No. 
Executive 
9th November 
2017 
40/221-223 

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PLAN PRE-SUBMISSION 
“REGULATION 19” CONSULTATION AND SUBMISSION 
Councillor K. Foreman, Executive Member for Planning Policy 
introduced the report before the Executive on the next stages of 
progressing the Development Management Plan (DMP), a vital part 
of the Council’s corporate policy framework.  
The Executive Member explained that the Plan proposed when and 
where the development levels, agreed in the Core Strategy, would be 
provided and included new “fit-for-purpose” policies to assist in 
determining planning applications.  

It was noted that over 1100 local people and organisations made 
representations on the Regulation 18 consultation which helped to 
inform the draft DMP “Regulation 19” consultation and submission 
document. The work to prepare this document had been the subject 
of lots of hard work by Members and Officers and the Executive 
Member paid tribute to their efforts in delivering the Plan to this 
stage.  
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The Regulations required that when a draft Local Plan was prepared 
statutory “Regulation 19” consultation follows from the previous 
consultation before being submitted to the Secretary of State for 
public examination. The Executive Member emphasised that the 
DMP sought to get the right balance of need for the Borough as a 
whole. This meant that the wider needs of residents and businesses 
(both for the current and future generations) were important aspects 
to take into account. This was also balanced with the need to protect 
the local character and quality of life.  

Councillor Foreman indicated that the proposed policies and the 
Plan’s site allocations put the Borough in the best possible position to 
control when and where development should happen, and what it 
looked like. As a result the Plan proposals had been based on 
comprehensive, in-depth and robust technical assessment having 
taken account of the views of residents, external partners and elected 
members. This evidence based approach to plan development was 
acknowledged by the Executive Member as a robust and strong 
approach, noting though, for clarification, an amendment to 
recommendation (i) that should have referred to ‘published’ evidence.  

Being plan-led put the Council in the best possible position to 
manage the development pressures faced and secure the 
infrastructure that was needed. This clarity would provide residents, 
businesses and other stakeholders with the confidence about where 
growth was planned to happen. 

It was acknowledged that national policy changes were likely to be 
brought in before the Plan examination process was concluded, 
however many of these had been anticipated; and the planned 
submission date would ensure that it was possible to benefit from 
proposed transitional periods. 

The next steps of the process would be for Full Council in December 
to consider agreeing to consult on the draft plan, and then to submit it 
to the Secretary of State along with the consultation responses 
received. The public consultation would then commence in early 
January for six weeks. A communications plan had been prepared to 
support this consultation. Following submission of the plan to the 
Secretary of State, an Inspector would be appointed, with the 
examination anticipated to take place in the summer of 2018.  

The Executive Member responded to questions on the following 
points:  

• Urban extensions and the number of dwellings proposed;  
• Redhill Aerodrome as a safeguarded site for development; 

and 
• Development of a Supplementary Planning Document in 

relation to parking standards and affordable housing. 

 



Council  Agenda item 7 
14 December 2017  Recommendations 
 

Minute/ 
Page No. 
Executive 
9th November 
2017 
40/221-223 
continued 

RECOMMENDED that:  
(i) the Draft Reigate and Banstead Development Management 
Plan (DMP) (Annex A) and Policies Map (Annex B) be endorsed 
as sound and approved for publication and consultation as the 
“Regulation 19” submission document;  
(ii) the Head of Places and Planning be authorised, in 
consultation with the Executive Member for Planning Policy, to 
submit the Draft Development Management Plan and Policies 
Map to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government under the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 
2004 Section 20; and 
(iii) the Head of Places and Planning be authorised, in 
consultation with the Executive Member for Planning Policy, to 
submit the representations received and duly made in 
accordance with Regulations, to the Secretary of State together 
with a Summary of the Issues. 
RESOLVED that:  
(i) the published Evidence Base, Sustainability Appraisal and 
Consultation Statement in support of the Development Management 
Plan be noted and approved; 
(ii) the Head of Places and Planning be authorised, in 
consultation with the Executive Member for Planning Policy, to make 
any necessary amendments or factual clarifications to the Draft 
Development Management Plan (Annex A) and Policies Map (Annex 
B) and any necessary additions and amendments to the Evidence 
Base, and associated documents, as required to support the 
“Regulation 19” process as set out in the Town and Country Planning 
(Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012; and 
(iii) the content of this report be endorsed to ensure that Reigate & 
Banstead Borough Council continued to be a plan-led authority. 
Reasons for decision: 
The DMP, and accompanying Policies Map, was based on up to date 
and relevant evidence from which the Plan policies and proposals 
can be demonstrated to be derived and to be current, well-formed 
and robust and had been subject to Sustainability Appraisal and 
informed by consultation including the Regulation 18 Consultation 
2016. 
To enable the representation period to commence in a timely 
manner. 
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To allow Members of the public and other bodies to see, and 
therefore either support or record their objection, which would be 
considered at examination by the Inspector, to what the Council 
considered to be the most appropriate and sound planning policies 
and proposals including allocations being advanced to meet the 
issues and needs identified in the Core Strategy and DMP and 
previously consulted upon at the earlier Regulation 18 stage. 
Undertaking Regulation 19 consultation would allow the Development 
Management Plan preparation process to be progressed in line with 
the agreed timetable set out in the adopted Local Development 
Scheme, and would enable representations to be made on the draft 
Development Management Plan and Polices Map to be submitted 
together with the draft DMP and Policies Map to the Planning 
Inspectorate for examination in accordance with the statutory 
provisions. 
As required by the Regulations and Good Practice Guidance from the 
Secretary of State. 
To reiterate the Council’s commitment to advancing the preparation 
of the Development Management Plan and to provide certainty for 
stakeholders and local residents in relation to future development in 
the borough. 
Alternative options:   
Do not approve the published Evidence Base and other documents 
or delegated arrangements. Do not recommend to Council the DMP 
and Policies Map were sound for publishing; submission or to provide 
delegated arrangements for the submission of Regulation 19 
submission.  Do not confirm any commitment for the Council to be a 
plan-led authority.  
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