Council, 29 July 2021
Motion - A Partnership between Local Government and National
Government to tackle Climate Change

Cllr Chandler will propose the motion. Cllr Ritter will second.

Background
In 2018, at the COP24 climate conference, the UK Government signed
up to having ‘domestic institutional arrangements, public participation
and engagement with local communities’ so localities can play their
part in delivering the UKs ‘Nationally Determined Contributions’ in the
Paris Climate Agreement.
In (September) 2019 this council passed a motion to work towards
zero-carbon emissions in Reigate and Banstead Borough Council by
2030 and have employed a sustainability project officer to work across
the whole council for this end. This has highlighted the complexity of
applying for funding from central government to support our actions in
working towards this goal (in addition to the budget set aside by the
council) and there are no guarantees that enough monies will be
secured to fund our ambition as a council to meet the goals in our
action plan.
In May 2021 Alok Sharma MP, President of COP26 said collaboration
would be a key objective of the climate summit
"Governments, business and civil society (sometimes called ‘non-state
actors’ and including local government) need to work together to
transform the ways we power our homes and businesses, grow our
food, develop infrastructure and move ourselves and goods around"

Despite these agreements and statements there is still no formal
relationship allowing joint partnership working between Local and
National Government on climate action.

This Motion asks Council to resolve to:


in this year of the COP26 climate conference, add our voice to calls by
the Local Government Association and the Association of Directors of
Environment, Economy, Planning and Transport & others for a joint
local & national government Task Force to plan action to reach ‘net
zero’ emissions. Such a partnership can set appropriate regulations,
benchmarks and targets and create the much needed long-term
funding mechanisms to enable local communities and economies to
decarbonise whilst remaining resilient, sustainable and supporting the
needs of our most vulnerable residents.



write to Alok Sharma MP, President for COP26, the Prime Minister and
the Leadership Board of the LGA informing them of our support for a
joint Local/National Government Climate Change Partnership
Taskforce and asking for one to be established as soon as possible.



use this task force to bolster our case to central government on what is
needed to deliver our environmental sustainability strategy and to
increase its ambition.

